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Abstract 
The major objective of this paper is to examine the complex phenomenon of the in-
terrelationship among several conditions that have transformed Japanese environ-
mentalism in its socio-economic situations, political activities, cultural contexts and 
ecological condition. To elucidate this point, this paper will trace the evolution of 
Japanese environmentalism, focusing on its socio-ecological structure with regard to 
the following two stages; The first generation stage, i. e., early environmentalism 
and second generation stage, i. e., contemporary environmentalism. This discussion 
will illustrate the characteristics of Japanese Environmentalism. 
In conclusion, we discuss challenges for future environmentalism in Japan, focus-
ing on its instrumental environmentalism and environmental elitism. 
Key words: Japanese environmentalism, environmental elitism, instrumental envi-
ronmentalism, socio-ecological structure 
I. Is Japanese Environmentalism Successful? 
Japanese environmentalism today is not only alive, but also is able to mobilize much 
broader public support for its goals, which are increasing in number .. Few social move-
ments have received such widespread support among the general public in Japan. Why 
has Japanese environmentalism been so successful in mobilizing so much support and 
generating numerous and diverse organizations? There are two major reasons: First, 
the seriousness of environmental destruction in today's Japan greatly stimulated public 
support for environmental protection. In particular, local grassroots anti-pollution move-
ments ("Jyumin-Undo," a Japanese term) have emerged in reaction to a wide-range environ-
mental deterioration of pollution and waste problems in and near their communities, in 
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effect, caused by the industrialization and urbanization during the rapid economic 
growth of 1960s and 70s. Most of community-based movements were operated by power-
less residents victimized by pollutions. 
The second reason is the emergence of an alternative, post- materialistic lifestyle 
among the Japanese people. After World War II, Japanese economic growth created 
widespread affluence among the general population. In particular, the emergent urban 
middle-class began to be concerned with a non-materialistic lifestyle and search for un-
polluted natural settings in periphery areas as a counterpart to their urban environment. 
Unexpectedly, the very success of economic growth, the so-called "economic miracle," has 
encouraged establishment and strengthening of environmentalism in the process of Japa-
nese modernization (Mitsuda, 1991). 
Japan, like the US and Europe, has conservative and radical environmental elements, 
that is, major cleavages in their environmental movements. In Japan, unlike the US, en-
vironmental radicalism is a multi-class phenomenon (fishermen, forest-dependent communi-
ties, blue-collar workers as well as urban middle-class ecologists). There exist environmental 
bridges where in other societies there are gulfs, suggesting that the flourishing environ-
mentalism is more likely in Japan than in the US. 
In many countries ecological destruction has been discussed as unavoidable in the 
process of modernization and, further, it has been said that environmental disruption is 
an inevitable cost for economic growth. The causes of economic growth and environ-
mental deterioration in advanced industrial societies have received considerable atten-
tion from sociologists. 
Some have explored theoretical models for analyzing the relationship among economic 
expansion, deterioration of environmental problems and emergence of environmentalism 
(Catton and Dunlap, 1978; Schaiberg, 1980; Humphrey and Buttel, 1982; Dickens, 1992). 
The models explored by American and European scholars might be adopted to explain 
the structure of environmental problems and the rise of environmentalism in Japan. In 
deed, there was a debate on the capability and limitation to induce these models into 
Japanese environmental sociology (e.g. Iijima, 1993, 1994, 1995 and Mitsuda, 1994, 1995). This 
debate suggests the necessity of research firstly to examine the historical development of 
Japanese environmentalism and its characteristics, compared with other countries. 
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II. Evolution of Japanese Environmentalism 
Japan displays several conditions that have encouraged its environmentalism over and 
above the changes in its socio-economic situations, political activities, cultural contexts 
and ecological condition. Japanese environmentalism can be seen as a complex phenome-
non because of the interrelationship between the above-mentioned objective and subjec-
tive factors. Here we review the historical development of Japanese environmentalism, 
focusing on its socio-ecological structure. 
II. 1. The First Generation Stage: Early Environmentalism 
(1) The Postwar Rehabilitation Phase (1945-60) 
The economic rehabilitation after the World War II had already brought about a lot of 
serious environmental disruption especially in terms of human health, hazardousness 
from industrial pollution. The most serious cases were Mining industries incidents such 
as Toho Zinc Mine in Gunma Prefecture and Ashio Copper Mine in Tochigi Prefecture, 
polluting neighboring farmlands and causing damages to farmers and their families. 
Prior to 1960, industrial pollution was mainly limited to certain fishing villages, mining 
towns, pulp-industry cities outside the central core area in Japan. During this period 
many local politicians in economically depressed regions targeted their development 
strategies on luring chemical and heavy industrial companies into their regions. Higher 
priority was given to industrial development, and, accordingly, its malfunctions like as 
damages to the peasants' health, farming and fishing in its affected area were totally ig-
nored by all levels of government hierarchy. 
The victims of pollution gathered petitions and marched to Tokyo for improving their 
environmental situation and claiming adequate compensation for the victims (Hase, 1981 : 
15). Although there were many victims of environmental destruction, it was very difficult 
to organize an effective victims' movement during this period. The reasons were not only 
the difficulty of verifying the causal relation between environment destruction and vic-
tims' diseases in the polluted areas, but also inability of mobilizing public support for the 
victims' movement. 
Little attention among the public was paid to the victims' movements and the tragic 
consequences of industrial pollution which were becoming evident. The rise in pollution 
levels led to a sharp increase in the occurrence of pollution-related diseases. Examples 
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of this phenomenon include Itai - Itai Disease (1955), Kumamoto - Minamata Disease 
(1956), Yokkaichi Asthma (1961), and Niigata-Minamata Disease (1965). These diseases 
were caused by increased concentrations of various hazardous chemicals and heavy met-
als in the human body. These pollutants were and are a major hazard to humans be-
cause of higher contents of accumulation in human body CUi, 1992). 
Prefecture and local governments such as Tokyo and Osaka induced and enacted the 
environmental regulation laws. But their efforts had little success in essentially improv-
ing of environmental conditions owing to the lack of solid implementation measure. 
(2) The Rapid Growth Phase (1960-73) 
In 1960, the Ikeda Cabinet announced its National Income Doubling Plan. This plan's 
objective was to create rapid economic growth to double the national income of Japan. 
The plan successfully created a "growth at all costs" attitude among the Japanese. The 
First Comprehensive National Land Development Plan of 1962 was established under 
this pro-growth mood. This comprehensive land plan was in every way a development 
plan formulated by bureaucrats of the Japan Economic Planning Agency, not even con-
sulted by environmentalists, which consequently resulted in speeding up to the dishar-
mony between Nature and people in Japan. 
Air and water pollution throughout the country was undergoing a dramatic change for 
the worse because of a massive transfer of staple energy sources from water power and 
coal to oil. Urban pollution problems such as traffic noise, exhaust emissions and efflu-
ent wastes resulted in a general decline in the health and quality of life for the Japa-
nese. By the 1960s the scope of industrial and urban pollutions expanded greatly as real 
GNP catapulted to new levels. 
While the problems related to continually increasing pollution levels worsened, Japa-
nese environmental policies to correct those problems were almost nonexistent. The Na-
tional Income Doubling Plan and the First Comprehensive National Land Development 
Plan exacerbated the environmental deterioration throughout Japan. 
In this serious environmental situation, however, mass media attention on environ-
mental problems was in significant. The general populace remained ignorant of the need 
for policies designed to limit levels of pollutants discharged into the environment and of 
the tragic consequences. 
The early environmentalism in Japan began spearheaded by the sufferers from pollu-
tion-related diseases, e. g., peasants, fishermen, and their families living in the polluted 
areas. By the end of the 1970's the diverse citizen-based environmental movement, so-
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called "anti-pollution movement (Kougai Tousou)" emerged not only as a fight for compen-
sation, but also as a means of preventing future pollution. At that time, it was anything 
but an elitist-dominated one. 
In 1969 the Japanese government passed the Second Comprehensive National Develop-
ment Plan. This plan had two incompatible, consequently unable to simultaneously pur-
sue, objectives; promotion of large-scale industrial development on the one hand and 
control environmental pollution on the other. According to monitoring on the fundamen-
tal problem of the plan, the government reexamined and amended the Second Compre-
hensive Plan in 1972 so as to cope with Japan's worsening environmental conditions. 
During the Rapid Growth period, Japanese environmental policies centered on the pre-
vention of industrial pollution. These policies were created in response to an increas-
ingly growing social movement organized to protest against environmental pollution. In 
August 1967 the Basic Law for Environmental Pollution Control was enacted. This law 
significantly improved the administrative structure for environmental pollution control. 
Policies at this time focused on direct controls of pollution, e. g., enactment and enforce-
ment of laws regulating the seven types of pollution: air, water, noise, noxious odors, 
soil, ground and excessive industrial vibration pollution. 
In 1970 fourteen laws related to environmental protection were enacted and the Basic 
Law for Environmental Pollution Control was amended by the Japanese Diet. When the 
Basic Law was firstly enacted, it espoused the protection of human health and contained 
a so-called "harmonization clause", i.e., a clause which stressed that Japanese environ-
mental policies should be carried out in harmony with the sound development of the 
economy. This clause could be misinterpreted as giving priority to economic interest. 
In 1973 the Pollution-Related Health Damage Compensation Law was enacted. This 
act induced the government to pay compensation to the sufferers from pollution related 
disease such as Minamata disease. The Pollution-Related Health Damage Compensa-
tion Law resulted from the victims' movement in the 1960s and the four court-victories 
of pollution disease suits, i. e., Itai-Itai disease suit (August, 1972), Nigata Minamata dis-
ease suit (September, 1971), Yokkaichi Asthma suit (July, 1972), and Minamata disease suit 
(March, 1973). However, the law did not really provide a solution until 1996. Many vic-
tims had not been entitled to receive a fair compensation. It should be noted that these 
policies were "top-down", meaning that citizen leaders of the anti-pollution movement 
were excluded from the policy making process. 
In 1971 the Environmental Agency was established in order to coordinate and imple-
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ment environmental policies which had previously been carried out separately by individ-
ual ministries or industries. Its creation was a landmark in the development of Japa-
nese environmental policies and for social movements organized to combat environmental 
pollution. In addition, a regulatory system known as "PPP" (the Polluter Pay Principle) was 
established so that companies targeted for governmental pollution control projects or that 
caused injuries to people by pollution were required to pay compensation for damages 
(see Miyamoto, 1989: 208-242). Because strong correlationship was deemed to exist be-
tween pollution and industry and, therefore, industrialists were mostly denounced as 
great villains on environment, environmentalism rapidly transformed into popular domi-
nated one. 
II. 2. Second Generation Stage: Contemporary Environmentalism 
(1) The Growth Consolidation Phase (1974-85) 
By the mid-1970s, the Japanese economy faced decelerated growth after a series of in-
ternational economic crises including the Yen Revaluation of 1971, and the Oil Crises of 
1973 and 1979. In 1974 the Japanese economy showed negative growth for the first time 
during the post-World War II period. Despite the oil crises and negative growth, the 
benefits of economic growth did "trickled down" to a broad spectrum of the population. 
The pro-growth attitudes among the general public began to decline. The Japanese peo-
ple began recognize that "Our economic miracles had been purchased at enormous envi-
ronmental and social costs." Economic growth was not the only consensus-based goal of 
the people in 1980s. Japan had become an affluent, middle-class society requiring the 
maintenance of amenities throughout the country. In particular, the emergent urban-
middle class sought unpolluted natural settings as a counterpart to their urban environ-
ment. Major portion of population concentrated in central core areas with resultant loss 
of "greenery areas." Areas surrounding Tokyo, Nagoya and Osaka suffered from more 
than a 10 percent loss in green cover between 1970 and 1980. People placed great im-
portance on the preservation of natural settings (Japan Environment Agency, 1983: 27). 
By 1980, 41 percent of the public felt that ''highly qualified stable environment can co-
exist with economic growth" (Japan Prime Minister, 1981). The great majority recognized 
that "we should protect the natural environment because nature gives us environmental 
amenities and 'peace and quiet' in life" (Japan Prime Minister, 1982 and 1986). Another high 
percentage (approximately 45 percent) supported nature conservation as its potentialities for 
better rearing of next generations. 
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An opinion survey carried out by the Prime Minister's Central Office in 1986 showed 
that 49.1 percent of those surveyed preferred "spiritual affluence" to "material affluence". 
According to another survey conducted by the National Land Agency, the proportion of 
urbanites who desired to live in outlying rural areas of Japan rapidly increased from 9 
percent in 1975 to 28 percent in 1982. 
As more and more people began to evaluate their lifestyles from the perspective of in-
tangible environmental amenities rather than material ones, the protection of green-
open space and wilderness emerged as a national priority. 
In 1974 the National Land Use Planning Act was passed in order to promote the devel-
opment of amenity-related resources in Japan. This policy was not administered by eco-
nomic planners, but rather by officials from the newly created National Land Agency. In 
1972 the Nature Conservation Law was enacted primarily to promote the well-being of 
Japan's natural environment. The Basic Policy on Conservation of the Natural Environ-
ment, adopted by the Diet in 1973, indicated that the enhancement of higher quality of 
life in terms of amenity conditions was pursued as the central goal of the environmental 
policies. Although there was a partial, if not full, success in pollution control, ordinary 
quality of life was not improving significantly enough because of an general indifference 
to very positive environmental policy-making. 
In 1977 the National Land Development Plan was adopted to improve the residential 
environment by increasing the amenities available to urban residents. This plan addi-
tionally called for the improvement of the social infrastructure in both metropolitan and 
rural areas throughout Japan. Third Comprehensive Plan was the first to focus atten-
tion, from ecological perspectives, on the "citizen-participatory approach" for the creation 
of quality of life. The second stage of environmentalism was set into motion with the Oil 
Crisis of 1973. The Oil Crisis sobered the pro-growth enthusiasts and people in general 
became aware that an urban standard of living was unsatisfactory. The large cities were 
unable to provide the environmental amenities available to residents of rural areas in 
Japan. As more and more people began to evaluate their lifestyles from an ecological 
rather than a material perspective, the environmental movement was also bound to shift. 
The anti-development groups constituted the core of the Japanese environmental 
movement, not only because controversial development projects such as nuclear power 
stations, airports and bullet express railways construction were so widespread in the 
whole country (Funahashi, 1985), but also because the lifestyle of the general public shifted 
from pro-growth attitude to an ecologically sound attitude (Hase, 1981). Most of the anti-
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development movements were pursued by wide-ranging active groups, having started as 
organizations of non-professional citizens from different social contexts. (There were sev-
eral exceptions of the national organizations such as The Japanese Society for the Protection of N a-
ture which leaded protesting activities against the construction of highways in the Japan Alps and 
Japan National Trust Movement which protected wilderness in remote areas.) 
The motivation behind the anti-development movement was partially the activists' life 
experiences of pollution with respect to their urban lifestyle. The characteristics of the 
movement were rather different from those of the anti-pollution movement at the first 
stage of Japanese environmentalism. The contemporary environmentalists criticized not 
only "the growth myth" of mass-production, mass-consumption, and mass-waste life-
style, but also the ideology of the anti-pollution movement that was too anthoropocen-
tric. 
(2) "Bubble Economy" Phase (1986-1991) 
In 1980s Japanese international trade went fully into the black and the Japanese gov-
ernment continued to be pressured internationally in order to solve the huge trade sur-
plus problems with all other countries, in particular, the United States. Under this in-
ternational pressure, the Japanese government induced the policy of domestic demand 
expansion and invested in the socio-economic infrastructure developments such as high-
ways, Bullet Express Railway, airports constructions, development of information net-
work systems, and housing development allover the country. As a result, the economic 
high growth revived and expanded in the rural Japan during the late 1980s. The "Bub-
ble Economy" since 1986 climaxed by 1991. 
The fourth Comprehensive National Development Plan and the Resort Development 
Law in 1987 vitalized the local economy even in periphery regions. The latter stimulated 
the construction of golf courses, ski grounds and marinas in fringe areas of Japan. These 
resort developments dramatically destroyed natural settings in the countryside (Sato, 
1990). To make matters worse, very little concern was given, even by environmentalists, 
on preservation of environmentally high-valued areas in the scientific, aesthetic and ge-
netic viewpoints, and on harmonization between conservative and local perspectives on 
land-use (Mitsuda, 1988: 4). 
The Japanese environmental movement changed from the late 1980's. The profound 
socio-economic transformations permitted the environmental movement to become more 
conservative and more ecological. A more radical, urban-based environmental movement 
gradually searched for an alternative way of life and yielded to a more rural conservative 
- 126-
Mitsuda: Surging Environmentalism in Japan 
perspective which, while retaining certain populist aspects, had adopted elitist earmarks. 
The supporters of this ecological movement have much respect not for modem technol-
ogy but for the global ecosystem. They believe that humans live in and are dependent on 
the ecosystem as a whole and must seek ways of living that do little damage to both hu-
man and natural environment. This kind of new environmental movement is rather nor-
mative and philosophical, which is inspired in part by a ecologically sound lifestyle. Most 
of the supporters come from well-educated, rather high income and professional level oc-
cupations, recognizing themselves as upper-middle class in lifestyle. For example, the 
members of Shiretoko National Trust Movement which was protecting old-growth trees 
and endangered owls on Hokkaido Island were twice as likely to be university graduates 
as persons from the general public. Approximately one-fourth of them have professional 
occupations. Interestingly, factory workers and salaried workers are very rare in this 
movement, and 51.7 percent are female and 20.8 percent are housewives (Mitsuda, 1988: 
115-116). 
Many female and young people today, who remain in a marginal position in the mod-
em business society, participate in ecological movements such as the recycling move-
ment, the green consumerism, the organic farming occupations and the anti-nuke move-
ment, in search for an alternative lifestyle in order to change mass-production, mass-
consumption and mass-waste way of life in modern Japanese society. Though their 
thought of an alternative lifestyle is not predominant among the Japan public today, a 
large number of people show their interest and agree with the ecologically sound life-
style. 
Global environmental issues emerged in the 19808. Surprisingly a high level of public 
concern with and support for global environmental protection became nationwide. A poll 
survey conducted by the Prime Minister's office in 1988 showed that 59.7 percent of re-
spondents indicated the global environmental problems as the most serious problem to be 
solved. The new wave of Japanese environmental groups such as Greenpeace-Japan, 
Friend of the Earth-Japan, deals with global environmental problems including the 
greenhouse effect, the depletion of ozone layer, the acid rain, the diminishing rain forest, 
endangered species, and so on. The mass media continue to focus on the crisis of the en-
vironment from the local to the global level. The "Earth Summit" in Rio de Janeiro, 
1992 was the highlight for both the government and the environmental NGO groups. 
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(3) The Collapse of the "Bubble Economy" Phase (1992-Present) 
The economic growth began to decline at the end of 1989. In January, 1991, the Japa-
nese economy was sharply damaged by the heavy fall of the stock market and the "Bub-
ble Economy," which started around 1986, collapsed in 1992. The government an-
nounced the comprehensive emergent economic counterplan against this economic de-
pression. 
After the collapse of the Bubble Economy, environmental groups and environmental 
policy makers were afraid of the negative influence of this economic depression on the 
public support for environmentalism. Nevertheless the people remained highly con-
cerned with environmental problems and strongly supported environmental movements. 
A public opinion survey indicates that more than 90 percent of people were concerned 
with environmental problems and supportive for the movements (Japan Prime Minister, 
1993). Contemporary environmentalism has been continuing to develop as the ecological 
movement by the vast supporters and becoming more diverse and stronger than what it 
was as anti-development movement. 
However, the diverse nature of contemporary environmentalism results in the internal 
conflicts within and among the groups, arguing justification of their goals, strategies, ide-
ologies, in particular, causes of environmental destruction. The more diverse and vast 
the environmental movement becomes, the more difficult and complex the challenges the 
movement faces. After the "Earth Summit" of 1992 most of the leaders of environmental 
NGOs withdraw from their activities because of fading enthusiasm of supporters and the 
shortage of its funds (Mainichi Shinbun, 1993). 
In recent time, the leading groups of environment movement recognized their failure in 
effectively mustering of the public enthusiasm and support of the 1980s into their envi-
ronmental movements. Many leading environmentalists are reconsidering how to rem-
edy their environmental elitism and recreate the movements into real people-based 
movements, in search for a sustainable movement for generating the ecologically sustain-
able society. 
III. Characteristics of Japanese Environmentalism: A Typology 
The Japanese environmental movement emerged in the 1970s bearing at least a super-
ficial resemblance to that of the United States and E. C., (see, Pierce, Tsurutani and 
Lovrich,1986). However, the validity of this resemblance bears scrutiny and makes the 
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Japanese case particularly interesting. Environmentalism as a mass movement in the 
United States became a significant political force in the wake of affluence and the broad 
diffusion of high living standards (Hays, 1987; Nash, 1989; Dunlap and Mertig, 1992). In Ja-
pan the environmental movement mounted it offensive when the costs rather than the 
benefits of industrial expansion became notorious and the rewards of industrialization 
uncertain. The organizated aspect of environmental movements is unique in the history 
of social movements in Japan. Most of environmental groups have been administered in 
neither bureaucratic nor hierarchical, but in grassroots democratic manner (Rase, 1981). 
Early environmentalism, represented by the victims' movement and the anti-pollution 
movement in 1960s and 70, was born from the struggle against industrial and urban pol-
lutions in order to conserve a sound and natural environment for human beings. Thus, 
the predominat issues of the environmental movements at the first generation stage were 
the maintenance and enhancement of the people's health and daily life in polluted com-
munities rather than environmental estheics, wilderness protection, or global environ-
mental changes. At that time, the movement was only participated in by the pollution-
related victims with some support from professionals like lawyers and university profes-
sors. 
Later on, as pollution problems got worse through the rapid industrialization and ur-
banization in the process of Japanese modernization, the movement could gradually 
gather sympathizers among the general population through their activities, e. g., four 
court-struggles of pollution disease suits. However it was still very difficult to mobilize 
strong public support for their litigation as a means of environmental tactics because the 
public had faith in the myth of economic growth. 
It should be highly evaluated that the results of the early environmentalism such as 
the four court-victories which contributed not only enactment of numerous pollution-re-
lated laws that transformed the environmental policy of Japanese government in 1970s, 
but also to emerge the human-rights consciousness for the pollution-related victims and 
to make a great attention among the public toward the skepticism about the benefits of 
uncontrolled economic growth. The sociological question was finally comming to the peo-
pIe; "Why did the Minamata have to pay the social and environmental costs for the eco-
nomic benefits of Japanese society as a whole?" 
The first stage of Japanese environmentalism in 1960s and 70s had shared some char-
acteristics, perspectives and activities with the grassroots environmental movements 
growing dramatically in the 1980's U.S .. The local environmental actvisms in both coun-
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tries, such as the well-known cases of the Minamata and the Love Canal, desired to as-
sist individuals to cope with the physical and social health in the communities, with 
challenging their goal of environmental justice. Most of participants had not elitists' 
background at all (Harada, 1978; Mitchell, 1989; Freudenberg and Zaltberg, 1984). 
The second stage of environmentalism, represented by the anti-development move-
ment and the ecological movement in 1980s and 90s, targeted ecologically sound life-
styles and global environmental issues. Interestingly, this contemporary environmental-
ism in Japan had a numerous similarities with the American conservation movement at 
the first generation stage, concerning its membership backgrounds, environmental issues 
and ways of actions. 
Resultant high income from the continuously successful economic growth to the mid 
1970s emancipated most Japanese from worries of material living and, simultaneously, 
caused people to begin to evaluate their lifestyle from spiritual and ecological perspec-
tives. The emergent urban-middle class sought environmental amenities as well as 
'peace and quiet life' in the uncontaminated natural settings. On this socio-economic 
background, supporters for these movements at the second stage was that of urban-mid-
dle class having high education and female dominance. 
Japanese modernization stimulates the birth and rise both of economic development 
and environmentalism in the different stages of modernization. Paradoxically, the more 
strongly Japanese economic growth was accelerated, the more deeply the environmental-
ism affected the modernization process, resulting in its control. That is, "Environmental-
ism, a favourite child in the modern society, stared to curtail that process itself. 
IV. Challenges for Future Environmentalism in Japan 
Recent poll surveys confirm that the environmentalism succeeds in increasing supports 
from the general populace in Japan. According to a poll survey on the environmental 
preservation, 44 percent of the public recognized that global environmental problems 
threaten their daily lives very seriously and 64 percent remained highly concerned with 
environmental problems at their communities levels such as waste and sewage problems 
from their homes (Japan Prime Minister, 1993). The Green Consumerism, avoiding to buy 
products which harm the environment and reducing to dispose household waste, are 
widely practiced by the public. 61 percent of people reported that they make efforts to 
solve their daily-life environmental problems. 
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However, less than 5 percent respondents participate in environmental organizations 
intending to protect the environment. The most of the public hesitate to take part in the 
environmental organizations, because they dislike environmental elitism in these organi-
zations and they see the ecocentric idea of environmentalists as too radical. They also 
criticize environmentalists because the movement is apt to ignore the poverty and the so-
cial inequity in the periphery of Japan as well as in developing countries when they are 
devoted to soul-searching with respect to nature and debate concerning the health of the 
planet. Environmental elitism from domestic and international perspectives will remain 
one of the most difficult problems faced by the Japanese environmental groups in the fu-
ture. 
The international poll survey compared international attitudes toward the environ-
ment and economic growth among the citizens in 22 nations (Dunlap,1992). It indicates 
that the Japanese environmental attitude is very different from citizens of the industrial 
and advanced societies. On the concern for global environmental problems, the Japanese 
showed the lowest level among the industrial societies and only a few percent of the 
Japanese wanted to participate in environmental movements. There is no doubt that the 
Japanese public learns a lot concerning crucial environmental problems at national and 
international levels. However, the people do not always take the responsibilities for halt-
ing these environmental problems. "Vast knowledge with low responsibility" is the typi-
cal environmental attitude among the Japanese public. The lack of responsibility for 
solving the global environmental problems will also become crucial for Japanese environ-
mentalism in the future. 
Instrumental environmentalism becomes prevalent among the contemporary Japanese 
environmental groups. Early environmentalism in Japan was the "intrinsic environmen-
talism" supported by the grass roots people in order to protect the physical environment 
at the community and local level. However, contemporary environmentalism shifts to-
wards the "instrumental environmentalism" employed for political ends among the move-
ment's leaders in order to gain the political power and leverage in environmental contro-
versies. "Is environmentalism an ultimate end or an instrumental goal?" will be a cru-
cial question for all environmentalists. 
The environmentalism in Japan will have to challenge these problems to enhance their 
capability and sustainability in solving both environmental problems and social inequity 
in the world as well as in Japan. 
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NOTE 
(1) In 1950s, there had been environmental disruptions in large cities such as Tokyo and Osaka 
(Iijima, 1979). 
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